STATE OF INDIA.

GOCHORES.

The gochores or cow stealers, are among
the cleverest of delinquents* They are
chiefly Mussulmans and inotcliees, some-
times joined, and often encouraged by the
gowalas. This crime is particularly com-
mon in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, and
all great towns, where there is a demand
for cow's flesh. The intermediate sales are
conducted with such rapidity and skill; the
animals are so defaced by mutilating their
horns and ears, and by the additional marks*
placed on them, as well as by the loss of
flesh, and there are so many diiFerent indi-
viduals employed in the sale^ that the proofs
of this crime become tedious, and frequently
impossible. More will be found on this
subject hereafter*
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* A native marks his cattle by-branding them with a-
liot irofc.